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Borders and Borderlands: Imaginings, Crossings, Encounters’
Saturday 24 June 2017 at Glencree
The realisation that Brexit is going to happen and that we do not know what the implications are for the future of the
Irish border was the initial impetus for today’s event at Glencree. All the speculation about soft and hard borders and
the fears expressed about how this might affect progress towards peace on this island are, we feel, worthy of public
dialogue. Garret Carr, one of the speakers at today’s event commented in a recent New York Times opinion piece:
‘The next manifestation of Ireland’s border will be as the only land frontier between Britain and the European Union, designed by people
who may never have visited it. And the Borderlanders, yet again, will have to adapt to what distant powers decide for them’.
How do we feel about being at the mercy of such a decision, and what might we positively do to respond to it? We
do not have the answers, but through this event Glencree wants to create a space for dialogue, to share understandings of the nature and proximity of, administrative borders, imaginative borders, and symbolic borders and how they
affect us all in different ways. We also feel it is important to consider how international borders are used to divide
and to prevent movement of those fleeing war and searching for a better future, while at the same time acknowledging the need to protect and keep people safe. What has been the experience of borders of those who have had to negotiate them as they flee and how is this expressed by these who have sought asylum and become refugees in Ireland?
Our speakers today come from diverse disciplines, perspectives and backgrounds and hopefully will provide new
ways for us all to explore these questions and define ways of approaching them more constructively. We welcome all
our contributors and guests to Glencree today and invite you to be part of the experience. Enjoy the day and please
feel free to offer your comments and feedback. By Eamon Rafter

What is a border? Traditionally, a border has been

thought of as a stable line that divides a flat map into bounded
sections. The line is sometimes “natural,” a feature of the landscape that has historically separated a here from a there, a river,
a mountain range or a drumlin belt, or a desert. Other times,
the line is clearly a product of the colonial enterprise, European dignitaries arbitrarily carving up maps of Africa and Asia
from thousands of miles away, irrespective of the complex
geographical and cultural features of the lands themselves and
the people who inhabited them.
But what if we saw borders differently? What if we saw borders as fusions of physical space and our own social imaginations? What if we examined borders through their impacts on
people and communities? And what if we saw borders not exclusively as political and administrative frontiers, but as sheer
and porous films that can both divide humans from one another at the same time as they might create spaces of immense
meaning and significance?
Two of our speakers today, Professor Catherine Nash and Dr. Bryonie Reid, also ask us to consider how borders
directly affect people who happen to find themselves in proximity to them. They ask us to be attentive not only how
borders slice through, often violently, human communities and landscapes, but also to how borderlanders create and
sustain connections and communities across borders that may subvert or challenge entrenched spaces of difference
and exclusion. We are interested in exploring how people and communities create, maintain, and perform borders
and borderlands and the very real material and symbolic effects that borders have on people’s lives and the living
landscape. By Joe Robinson (Photo credit: Bryonie Reid, detail from '(re)writing', 2012)
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Young Peacebuilders 2017
The 2017 group has formed and the first meeting took place at Glencree on 25/26 March. The process of supporting
young leaders to be active in peacebuilding started with creating a sense of team and focus on the scope and relevance
of peacebuilding in their lives. This is a highly motivated and committed group of young people. A residential then
took place in Farset, Belfast on 5-7 May and the work of exploring the legacies of conflict and what ‘reconciliation’
means in practical terms. The group also had a tour of West Belfast through the eyes of former paramilitaries to continue the theme of the weekend.

The group met in Derry/Londonderry 16-18 June where they continued to explore these themes. They began to consider possible options to follow up on these initial meetings and think about how they might be more actively involved
in the issues they have been focusing on. We hope they will avail of training options and continue working together in
September to share their learning in a broader way so they may extend the impact of their involvement with Glencree
work.

GAME Changing
In February Glencree was invited to speak at the Irish premiere of ‘The Peacemaker’, a film about the life and work of
Padraig O’Malley where Eamon Rafter was our representative. We then welcomed Padraig to the Centre and were
delighted to be invited to participate in a new initiative that he is starting with young Muslims from
different European cities. Eamon worked at the inaugural meeting of GAME, the Global Alliance for
the Marginalised and for Equity, in Sevlievo, Bulgaria in March as part of the facilitation team in setting
the identity, goals and participant criteria for the
new process. The community leaders who were present are now recruiting the young participants for
the gathering in Glencree/Kippure that will take
place in October. Glencree will also bring a group of
young Irish Muslims to participate. It is exciting to
be partners in this new and challenging process that
aims to support marginalised young Muslims to play
active, positive roles in their societies at a time when
they are increasingly seen as ‘a problem’.
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Refugee and Cultural Diversity Programme
This programme seeks to build on Glencree’s experience in providing opportunities for people from divided communities to listen to the experience of ‘the other’, reduce prejudice, and develop constructive connection and collaboration.
The programme seeks to promote the integration of refugees and
migrants through intercultural dialogue. It aims to:
1.

Build trust and relationships to increase mutual understanding
between host communities and migrants.

2.

Engage refugees, migrants and host communities through storytelling and dialogue to create the conditions for effective
integration

3.

Combat racism and xenophobia, including Islamophobia.

International Women’s Day 2017 at Glencree
To mark International Women’s Day, Glencree Centre and AkiDwA (national network of migrant women living in
Ireland) hosted an event in Glencree on Thursday 16th of March 2017. Groups working with migrant women met
to share experiences of the challenges facing migrant women in integrating into Irish society and explore the potential for collaboration.
The event was part of Glencree’s Refugee and Cultural Diversity Programme which seeks to engage refugees and
host communities in dialogues which enhance mutual understanding and promote integration.
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Newsletter

Glencree is an Irish Peace and Reconciliation Centre dedicated to
transforming violent conflict and building peace. Our vision is of a
shared world where diversity is cherished; where all can live free from
violence and where conflicts are resolved peacefully.
Thank You to all the supporters w ho make our w ork possible.

The Radical Working Class Protestant Tradition
The UNITE/Glencree Spring School on ‘The Radical Working Class Protestant Tradition in Northern Ireland’ in
Dublin on Saturday 6th May was a lively and thought-provoking event, with nearly 60 people in attendance including a
large contingent of working class Protestants from Belfast, a rare happening in Dublin.
The school was opened by Philip Orr, who
outlined the long history of Protestant radicalism followed by Peter Bunting who made a
powerful plea for the present-day trade union
movement to reach out more to Protestant
workers in the North, who had seen their traditional jobs in heavy industry decline dramatically. Brian Ervine gave us an old-fashioned sermon about Christianity and its radical teaching
about social justice. NI Alternatives manager
Billy Drummond outlined an innovative project in the Greater Shankill which works to
prevent young, deprived Protestants from getting involved in paramilitarism, rioting and
crime.
At lunch, a new study – An Oral History of the
Protestant Working Class – by Patricia McCarthy and Mick Rafferty, veteran inner-city Dublin community workers, who have also worked with community groups
in loyalist areas of Belfast, was launched. Following this, Eamonn McCann spoke passionately about the need for solidarity between the Catholic and Protestant working classes. The spring school closed with a vigorous round-table discussion between the speakers and the audience, which contained politicians, political activists, trade unionists, community workers, historians, journalists, civil servants, ex-policemen and members of the security forces, and others.

The Glencree Peace Walk 24th September 2017
On Sunday, 24th September 2017 the inaugural Glencree Peace Walk will take place to coincide with the International Day of
Peace. At a time when extreme nationalism and insecurity are growing, Glencree's contribution to peacebuilding has never been
more vital. We are walking to raise funds to support our work and to highlight the need for alternatives to violence to resolve
conflict. The walk will consist of two route options both following the Wicklow Way. Route 1: Starts at Marlay Park in Rathfarnham and follows the Wicklow Way through Kilmashogue Forest, Glencullen and over to Glencree, (distance: 23km). Route 2:
Starts in Glencullen and joins the walkers from Marlay Park over to Glencree, (distance: 15.3km). A shuttle bus will run from
Curtlestown to Glencree which will shorten both routes by 5.3km (17.7km/10km).
After the walk, there will be refreshments and entertainment at the Glencree Centre for Peace and Reconciliation. With return
transfer to Glencullen and Marlay Park provided. Please join us on the day and invite others to participate. More information will
follow on our website/social media in the coming weeks: www.glencree.ie.

Glencree acknowledges support for its work by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.

